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Rep. Bob Turner, the Republican newcomer who captured Anthony Weiner's former NY-9 Congressional seat in Brooklyn and Queens, says he won't let the drawing of new district lines deter him from seeking re-election. 

“The redistricting plan introduced today by the Special Master is just another step in the process. I am prepared to run in whatever district I reside in once the final lines are adopted,” said Turner, who defeated Democrat David Weprin in a special election after Weiner resigned in a sexting scandal.

State Assemblyman Rory Lancman, a Democrat, has already thrown his hat in the ring against Turner.

State Sen. Michael Nozzolio, co-chair of the state Legislature’s task force on re-districting, gave a thumbs up to the proposal released by federal Magistrate Roanne Mann today.

“I think the master did an excellent job in putting together her proposal,” Nozzolio said after Tuesday's brief session. “We think it certainly could be a centerpiece of a final plan. It’s a plan that we generally agree with.”

While he praised Mann for preserving the integrity of upstate counties and “communities of interest,” Nozzolio expressed concern about Mann’s move to do away with Turner’s district. That, he said, would “decimate” the proper representation of Brooklyn's Orthodox Jewish residents.

“We believe in the integrity of the Orthodox communities and would like to see those kept intact,” he said.

Update: I should have mentioned here, of course, that Jewish voters were a hot topic during that Turner-Weprin faceoff. And now I have.

Special thanks to the fellows of our State Cap bureau, Ken Lovett and Glenn Blain, on this item. 
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